
   

 

   
 

 

Typical Script for a Master Calendar 
Hearing 

IJ: Good morning.  What case are you here on? 

R Counsel: Mario Velasquez, A number XXX XXX XXX 

IJ: OK we are on the record in the matter of A number XXX 
XXX XXX.  This is Judge Johnson with the San Antonio 
Immigration Court.  This is a Webex hearing.  Contract 
interpreter Jane Doe is also present.  Counsel please 
identify yourself for the record. 

R Counsel: NAME on behalf of Respondent Mario Velasquez.  Here 
with Respondent. 

IJ: Are you prepared to take pleadings today? 

R Counsel: Yes. 

IJ: Do you acknowledge service of the Notice to Appear 
dated May 29, 2021? 

R Counsel: Yes we do. 

IJ: Do you waive the advisals that I would be required to 
give a pro se Respondent? 

R Counsel: Yes. 

IJ: Is the name listed on the NTA correct and is the spelling 
correct? 

R Counsel: Yes it is. 



   

 

   
 

 

IJ: How do you plead to the factual allegations? 

R Counsel: I deny all factual allegations. 

IJ:  How do you plead to the charge of inadmissibility under 
INA 212(a)(6)(A)? 

R Counsel: I deny the charge. 

IJ: The government does bear the burden of establishing 
alienage, but I see that there is an I-213 submitted in 
this case with the NTA, and there has been no objection 
to its admissibility.  So I am going to conclude that the 
government has met its burden of establishing 
removability. 

What country do you designate should removal become 
necessary? 

R Counsel: I decline to designate a country of removal. 

IJ: Under the authority of the statute, I designate 
Honduras as the country of removal. 

What relief if any is Respondent seeking? 

R Counsel: Asylum, withholding of removal and protection under 
the Convention against Torture 

IJ: Do you have the I-589 ready? 

R Counsel:  I will submit it through the ECAS portal today. 

  



   

 

   
 

 

IJ: Okay then I will go ahead and schedule an individual 
hearing and will swear the Respondent to the 
application at that time.  At that time, I will also provide 
the Respondent with the warnings that advise that 
presentation of a frivolous asylum claim may lead to 
ineligibility for all immigration benefits in the future.  
How long do you need for the hearing? 

R Counsel: Your honor, I expect to have expert witnesses and 
somewhat lengthy testimony of Respondent through 
the interpreter, so I would request a full day. 

IJ: Well, I can give you an 8:30 time slot but will hope that 
we can finish by lunch given the backlog.  How about 
August 20, 2022?  Is that agreeable to all parties? 

R Counsel: Yes, your honor. 

IJ: Okay that hearing date is set.  We will have an 
interpreter available in the Spanish language on that 
date unless Respondent’s counsel indicates that no 
interpreter is needed.  To the Respondent, you must 
appear on this date or you may be removed in absentia.   

Anything further? 

R Counsel:   NO, your honor. 

IJ: This hearing is concluded. 


